Amplification of a metallacyclic receptor out of a dynamic combinatorial library.
We present herein the Pt(ii)-directed self-assembly in water of a new conformationally flexible N-monoalkyl-4,4-bipyridinium-based ditopic ligand into a library of six different metallacyclic structures. This constitutionally dynamic library can be pushed to increase the production of one of the supramolecules in aqueous media, either by controlling the concentration of the building blocks or upon addition of an appropriate aromatic substrate.